SAMPLE #1 – Law Enforcement

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE				

Accreditation Assessment Team Invites Public Comment
______________________, AZ 

A team of assessors from the Arizona Law Enforcement Accreditation Program (ALEAP) will arrive on _______________ to examine all aspects of the _________________ Department’s policies and procedures, management, operations, and support services.

“Verification by the team that the ______________________ Department meets the Arizona Law Enforcement Accreditation Commission’s “best practice” standards is part of a voluntary process to achieve accreditation, a highly prized recognition of law enforcement professional excellence”, Chief ___________________ said.

Public Feedback Invitation – On-Site Assessment

As part of the final On-Site Assessment, employees and members of the public are invited to provide feedback to the Assessment Team regarding the Navajo County Sheriff's Department’s compliance with accreditation standards.  Feedback can be submitted directly to the Arizona Law Enforcement Accreditation Program via their website at:
👉 https://azleap.org/community-feedback/

Comments should address the agency’s ability to meet the Commission’s standards for accreditation. A copy of the standards is available for public review at 
https://azleap.org/about-aleap/ 

For any additional questions, you may also email the Accreditation Director at stacyolson@azchiefsofpolice.org.  

The _____________________ Department must comply with 174 standards in order to achieve accredited status.  Chief ______________________ indicated, “Accreditation results in greater accountability within the agency, reduced risk and liability exposure, stronger defense against civil lawsuits, increased community advocacy, and more confidence in the agency’s ability to operate efficiently and respond to community needs.”  

The ALEAP Director is Stacy Olson.  “The assessment team is composed of law enforcement practitioners from similar Arizona law enforcement agencies.  The assessors will review written materials, interview agency members, and visit offices and other places where compliance with the standards can be observed.  Once the assessors complete their review of the agency, they will report to the full Commission, which will then decide if the agency is to be granted accredited status”, Olson stated.  

Accreditation is valid for a four-year period during which time the agency must submit annual reports attesting to their continued compliance with those standards under which it was initially accredited. 

The Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police (AACOP), is the accrediting agency in the State of Arizona. For more information regarding the Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police, please visit www.azchiefsofpolice.org. 



SAMPLE #2 – Law Enforcement

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Public Comment Opportunity – ALEAP Accreditation Assessment

[City], AZ — [Your Agency Name] is proud to be an accredited agency through the Arizona Law Enforcement Accreditation Program (ALEAP), administered by the Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police (AACOP). As part of our ongoing commitment to transparency and community engagement, we invite employees and members of the public to provide feedback regarding our agency’s performance and compliance with ALEAP accreditation standards.

We encourage comments—commendations or concerns—about our compliance with ALEAP standards, community engagement, delivery of public safety services, and our continued pursuit of accredited status. The intent of the accreditation process is to support continuous improvement and promote professional excellence throughout our department.

The ALEAP Public Comment Portal can be accessed at [Insert ALEAP Public Comment Portal Link] or by visiting the ALEAP website and searching for [Your Agency Name] under the Public Comment Portal section.

Please Note: ALEAP is not an investigatory body, and the portal should not be used to submit complaints that require follow-up or investigation. No direct response will be provided beyond an acknowledgement of receipt. However, all submissions will be reviewed as part of our ongoing efforts to maintain compliance and improve our services.

A copy of the ALEAP standards is available for public review at:
https://azleap.org/about-aleap/

For additional questions, you may contact our Accreditation Manager at [Insert Email] or reach the ALEAP Director, Stacy Olson, at stacyolson@azchiefsofpolice.org.

About the Assessment Process
As part of the ongoing accreditation process, a team of ALEAP assessors—comprised of law enforcement professionals from across Arizona—will periodically review our policies, procedures, management practices, operations, and support services. The assessment team will examine written materials, conduct interviews, and observe agency practices to ensure compliance with ALEAP’s rigorous “best practice” standards.

To achieve and maintain accredited status, [Your Agency Name] must demonstrate compliance with 174 ALEAP standards. According to Chief [Name], “Accreditation leads to greater accountability within the agency, reduces risk and liability exposure, provides a stronger defense against civil lawsuits, increases community advocacy, and builds public confidence in our ability to serve and protect.”

Accreditation is awarded for a four-year period, during which the agency must submit annual reports confirming continued compliance with ALEAP standards.

About ALEAP
ALEAP is administered by the Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police (AACOP). To learn more about AACOP or the accreditation process, please visit www.azchiefsofpolice.org or www.azleap.org.


Sample #3 – Property and Evidence or Communications

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[Day, Date]

[City, State] – A team of assessors from the Arizona Law Enforcement Accreditation Program (ALEAP) will arrive on [Assessment Date] to examine all aspects of the [Agency Name]’s policies, procedures, management, and operations as they relate to the Property & Evidence function.

[Chief/Sheriff Name], [Title], stated, “Verification by the assessment team that the [Agency Name] meets the Arizona Law Enforcement Accreditation Commission’s best practice standards is part of a voluntary process to achieve accreditation, a highly prized recognition of law enforcement professional excellence.”

Public Feedback Invitation – On-Site Assessment

As part of the onsite assessment, employees and community members are encouraged to provide feedback regarding the [Agency Name]’s compliance with ALEAP accreditation standards. Feedback can be submitted directly to the Arizona Law Enforcement Accreditation Program through their website at https://azleap.org/community-feedback/. 

Comments should address the agency’s ability to meet the Commission’s standards for accreditation. The complete set of standards is available for public review at https://azleap.org/about-aleap/. For any additional questions, interested parties may also email the Accreditation Director at stacyolson@azchiefsofpolice.org.

The [Agency Name]’s Property & Evidence function must comply with [Number of Standards, e.g., 48] standards to achieve accredited status. [Chief/Sheriff Last Name] emphasized, “Accreditation brings greater accountability, reduces risk and liability exposure, provides a stronger defense against civil litigation, increases community advocacy, and instills confidence in the agency’s ability to operate efficiently and meet the needs of our community.” [He/She/They] also noted the significance of this assessment as [Agency Name] seeks to [optional: achieve the ALEAP Accreditation Trilogy or further enhance its already-accredited functions].

Stacy Olson, ALEAP Director, explained, “The assessment team is composed of law enforcement practitioners from similar Arizona agencies. Assessors will review written materials, interview staff, and visit areas where compliance can be observed. Upon completing their review, the team will report to the ALEAP Commission, which will determine if accredited status is to be granted.” Accreditation is valid for four years, with agencies required to submit annual reports confirming continued compliance with accreditation standards.

For more information regarding the Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police, please visit www.azchiefsofpolice.org.

